B-2176

Margaret J. Bennett House, (Baltimore International Hostel)

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 04-12-2011



BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY SURVEY NO.: B-2176
AREA: Ccathedral Hill MAGI NO.: 0421765625

Address: 17 West Mulberry Street
Current Name: Baltimore International Hostel

Block: 580 Lot: 2 Lot size: 30 ft. x 150 ft.
Height: 3 Materials: Stone
Condition: Fair Owner: See below

Use: Hotel Accessible: yes, restricted
Designation: Liber/Folio: SEB 80/274

Historic Name: Margaret J. Bennett House
Date: 1880
Architect/Builder:
Style (if approprlate) Renaissance Revival
OWNER: Potomac Area Council, American Youth Hostels

Description:

The three-bay facade is entirely brownstone and has elaborate, heavily carved
cornices with foliated consoles over the windows and the arched doorway. The
deeply recessed entrance has cast iron gates. Paneled pilasters outline the door
and window openings and the stone steps terminate in low brownstone pylons. The
raised basement has monolithic stone window surrounds which form the sills of
the high 2/2 first floor windows. The windows of the upper floors are also 2/2
but are proportionately smaller. The heavy cornice projects emphatically, with
foliated consoles, rosettes, and dentils. The brownstone is severely spalled and
weathering badly on all parts of the facade.

Significance:
Area: architecture Level: local

The Bennett House has the most elaborate facade of all the residential
buildings in the Cathedral Hill area. Obviously designed by an architect and noted
in the American Architect around the time of construction, the building was a
showplace in its day. F.W. Bennett, the head of an auction house under his name,
purchased the site in the late 1850's. The building then standing may have
resembled those of 11, 13, and 15 West Mulberry. In 1880, the present building
was erected. Margaret J. Bennett, having no children, endowed a home for
working women through her will, the Margaret J. Bennett Home (B-2016). From
1920 to at least 1942, it was the Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity house. In 1983,
it was opened as a youth hostel.

American Arch. 7 (Jan. - June 1880), April 10, 1880, p. 159;

Sources: City directories
Surveyor and Date: Janet L. Davis, March 1985
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Date: August 1984

Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust
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